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Mr Shane Love; Mr Terry Redman 

AGRICULTURE — BIOSECURITY 

822. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development: 
Can the minister please explain how the funding now available through the Liberal–National government’s 
biosecurity research and development fund will help grain growers in my electorate and elsewhere in the state? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
I thank the member for Moore for the question. Of course, given that he has a strong agricultural sector in his 
electorate, he is obviously a strong advocate for what this government is doing to try to improve the sector and 
give it a lot of development opportunity. 

This side of the house obviously rates agriculture very highly. It is very likely that it will be, and is, the sector 
that has the greatest amount of growth potential. We have never before seen the amount of investment interest 
that we are now seeing in agriculture, and we are seeing a lot of confidence in the sector, so it is really important 
that the government get right behind the ag sector in Western Australia. To that end, through the Seizing the 
Opportunity program, led by the Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Ken Baston, and the $300 million 
royalties for regions–funded program, we are looking at a whole heap of elements that will support the 
positioning of Western Australia to capitalise on those opportunities. They include research and development 
and looking at our land and water assets for productivity growth. It includes pathways to market, training and 
education, and a number of other elements. We have also put a particular focus on biosecurity. There are two 
elements to biosecurity. One is to ensure that we keep the barriers up to pests and diseases that we do not have 
here—trying to maintain a robust barrier, given that, as a nation, we are an island and given that between here 
and the eastern states there is a bit of desert that helps us maintain a high level of biosecurity in 
Western Australia. The direct impact on production will be one thing—keeping those things out—but market 
access will be another. If we can maintain that freedom from disease, we can access markets that other producers 
around the world cannot. That is really important to the agricultural sector. 

In order to support that, there is a $20 million biosecurity program under the Seizing the Opportunity Agriculture 
initiative. In that program, some $3.2 million has been allocated to support research and development in the 
biosecurity space, to support producers and the like to look at innovative solutions to how we can reinforce 
biosecurity measures in Western Australia. An amount of $2.5 million was already allocated earlier this year, 
and this week the Minister for Agriculture and Food put out for expressions of interest for another $700 000. 
People will have until 9 November to get their applications in. They will be assessed by the Biosecurity Council 
of Western Australia to support some innovative solutions to biosecurity in Western Australia. 

The Liberal–National government is right behind the agricultural sector. It will continue to be so and we will 
back that sector. 
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